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Institutional-Legal Analysis of the Challenges of Real Estate Laws
in the Iranian Urban Planning System and Its Consequences on
Urban Sustainability

Asghar Behnamzadeh'

Abstract

Urban land is considered one of the most fundamental components of spatial planning and sustainable
development, and real estate laws, as a tool for regulating ownership, exploitation, and spatial
development, play a decisive role in shaping the economic, social, and environmental structure of
cities. Despite the importance of these laws, the land legal system in Iran faces challenges such as
multiple regulations, weak market regulation tools, lack of information transparency, and institutional
conflict, which have exacerbated land speculation, spatial inequality, and unbalanced urban
development. The purpose of this study is to critically analyze the structure of real estate laws in
Iranian urbanization and examine its consequences on urban sustainability. The research method is
analytical-documentary with an institutional and comparative approach, and the data is extracted
through the analysis of laws, previous studies, and urban examples of Iran. The results show that the
land rights system in Iran, due to the lack of structural links with the principles of urban sustainability,
has in many cases become an obstacle to the realization of sustainable development. Finally, the
article offers policy solutions including reforming the legal structure, establishing a land information
system, strengthening tax instruments, and developing multi-level land governance.

Keywords: urban law, real estate law, urban sustainability, spatial justice, urban planning
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